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Seminar description
In this seminar we will discuss (recent) frontier research in family economics. The range of
topics includes taxation of households/families, divorce, child well-being, childcare, effects of
parenthood on labour market outcomes, fertility, and transmission of disease. We will study
several research papers that utilize empirical techniques and economic modelling to provide
evidence on recent significant changes in household choices and family structure and to un-
derstand the forces behind those changes. Studying the economic determinants of families is
important for at least two reasons: first, decisions within the family can have long-run effects
on aggregate economic outcomes such as growth and inequality in an economy. Second, it is
crucial to understand the effects of and (optimal) design of policies related to e.g. parenthood,
childbearing, divorce, taxation of families and households.

Basic information
Requirements: The registered participants in the seminar are expected to give a presentation
of around 50 minutes on one of the topics listed below. They could use as a base for the
presentation a paper listed under the topic and summarize, critically evaluate, and compare it
to the related literature. In addition to that, they need to submit a 10-15 pages term paper.
The final grade is based on the seminar paper (50 %), the presentation (40%), and active
participation in class (10 %) where students present their work.

Selection of topic/paper: Students who have received a slot in the seminar should send me
a list of at least 3 papers ranked by their preferences (david.koll@uni-konstanz.de). Based on
that, I will then assign topics/papers to all participants.

Orientation meeting: The introductory meeting will take place on April 15th 2020, 10:00am
- 11:30am, Room: tbd (mandatory participation).
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Presentations: The presentations will take place on Friday May 15th and Saturday May 16th
2020, 9:00am - 6:00pm, Room tbd (mandatory participation)

Deadline to hand in seminar paper: June 12th 2020, 6:00pm.

Contact and Office Hours:

• Office: F212, david.koll@uni-konstanz.de

• Office Hours: If you would like to talk to me in person, please send me an email in
advance.

Topics
Introductory (background) papers on the overall topic are Greenwood, Guner, and Vanden-
broucke 2017 and Doepke and Tertilt 2016. They cannot be chosen for presentation though.
Possible topics/papers are:

Taxes and families

• Guner, Kaygusuz, and Ventura 2011

Divorce

• Voena 2015

• Low et al. 2018

• Foerster 2019

Marriage

• Persson 2020

• Aiyagari, Greenwood, and Guner 2000

Child well-being

• Del Boca, Flinn, and Wiswall 2013

• Agostinelli and Sorrenti 2018

Childcare & Child-related transfers

• Guner, Kaygusuz, and Ventura 2019

• Bick 2016

• Bauernschuster and Schlotter 2015
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Effect of motherhood on labor market outcomes

• Kleven, Landais, and Søgaard 2019 & Angelov, Johansson, and Lindahl 2016

• Kuziemko et al. 2018

• Adda, Dustmann, and Stevens 2017

Fertility

• Becker and Barro 1988

• Greenwood, Seshadri, and Vandenbroucke 2005

• Doepke and Kindermann 2019

Disease transmission / HIV

• Greenwood, Kircher, et al. 2019
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